
JiI\II CI~ LJAN\,;t

TOTALATTENDEES:

10,291
VETERINARIANS:

3,916
VETERINARYSTUDENTS:

270
VETERINARY

TECHNICIANS
& VETERINARY

TECHNICIANSTUDENTS:

403
PRACTICE(OFFICE)STAFF:

129
EXHIBITORS:

1,172
SPOUSES,CHILDREN,
GUESTS& OTHERS:

4,401

t:a~t:agentS tnat tnreaten tood
production or public health.

The Student AVMATeaching

the field of clinical veterinary
science and education. Dr.

Pelzer is an associate professor

0"'''''.11..>.

Sherman was state veterinarian The Sept. 1, 2006 issue of
and chief of the Bureau of jAVMA will provide more infor-
Animal Health in the mation on the awardees. .

Veterinariansmust speak up to make a difference
Veterinarians can make their voices

carry further on professional issues by
communicating better with politicians, the
press, and the public-according to speak-
ers at the session "Bark Now or Forever Pay
a Price" on Monday afternoon.

Adrian Hochstadt, assistant director for
state legislative and regulatory affairs in the
AVMA Communications Division, spoke
on the topic of how to influence public pol-
icy regarding animal health and veterinary
care.

"The rules are being rewritten,"
Hochstadt said. "The question is: who's
going to make up the rules?"

He said states wield a great deal of power
over veterinary practice because they con-
trol licensing. Also, some counties and
municipalities have begun to restrict or ban
particular procedures.

"At the state and local level, one person
can make a huge difference," Hochstadt
said.

Individual veterinarians can influence

public policy by developing relationships
with local legislators, assisting with politi-
cal campaigns, and simply writing letters.

Veterinarians can work collectively
through their state veterinary medical asso-
ciations.

The AVMA offers resources for veteri-

narians at the local level through
Hochstadt's division and the State

Advocacy Committee. The AVMAalso will
hold a symposium on state public policy in
December. The AVMA'sresources at the fed-
eral level include the Governmental
Relations Division, Congressional Action
Network, and Political Action Committee.
Information is available online at
www.avma.org under Advocacy.

Steve Dale, a syndicated columnist and
radio host of "Steve Dale's Pet World,"
spoke about how veterinarians can spread
their messages to the media and the com-
munity as well as lawmakers.

"It's hard to find the time to get
involved, but you can make a difference,"
he said.

Dale said veterinarians should not react

with surprise when they read about a local
law to ban specific dog breeds or a court
award for emotional distress in a pet's
death.

"It happened because you didn't get
involved beforehand," he said.

He added that local issues can roll up to
Capital Hill, on occasion.

Dale said e-mail, Web sites, and even
online chat rooms are ways to spread mes-
sages to pet owners and the press. Pet own-
ers and the press are turning to the Internet
for information, but they often find misin-
formation.

"No one doubts the authority if the
authority is there," Dale said.

He said veterinarians also should make
themselves available for interviews.

"If you don't get involved, someone else
will," Dale said.

Offeringtips for interviews with broadcast
and print media, Dale advised staying on
message and practicing sound bites for radio
and television. When pitching a story to a
newspaper or magazine, veterinarians should
emphasize to reporters and editors why their
readers need to know about the issue.

The Monday sessions also featured Dr.
Eric Ako, executive vice president of the
Hawaii VMA.Dr. Ako spoke about his asso-
ciation's involvement in state legislation..


