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Rizzo, a stray cat, adopted Portland vintage
shop Flutter, located along North Mississippi

Avenue, as its home.

Breaking News Impact - The Oregonian - OregonLive.com

Portland named one of top 10 cat cities in U.S.
Posted by Lynne Terry, The Oregonian April 02, 2009 10:16AM

Portland, clearly, loves dogs. The city has 32 off-leash areas and a slew of doggie day cares
and boutiques stocked with gourmet treats and chic collars and doggie wear.

On any day, rain or shine, owners all over the city can be seen taking their pooches for a stroll.

Cats are less visible. But the city loves them as well, prompting a national cat-support group to
include Portland in its list of the top 10 cat-friendly cities in the country.

The Catalyst Council picked Portland for the No. 4 spot behind Tampa, Fla., Phoenix and San
Francisco based on the number of vets and veterinary hospitals in the city along with the cat
population -- estimated at 700,000 in the metro area.

"Cats are cared about in a very special way in Portland," said Steve Dale, a Catalyst board
member and dog and cat behavior consultant. "You have shelters that work together and as a
result more animals are adopted out. That is exceedingly important. You can't say that about
every city in the U.S., and Portland has been doing this for some time. It's a leader."

Still, the group has no data on cat care in Portland. If the city follows the national trend, cat owners take their pets to the vet less
frequently than dog owners.

The American Veterinary Medical Association says 36 percent of cat owners nationwide never take their animals to the vet compared
with 17 percent of dog owners.

The Catalyst Council, which was created a year ago, hopes to change that.

It includes top movers and shakers in animal groups nationwide, including the AVMA, the Society of Animal Welfare Administrators and
the American Association of Feline Practitioners.

"We want to create awareness, about cats being underrepresented when it comes to veterinary care and overrepresented when
comes to animal abuse," Dale said. "We want cats to be equal when it comes to dogs. They deserve every bit as much care as dogs
receive."

-- Lynne Terry; lynneterry@news.oregonian.com
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